
 

Website: https://newyorkfingerlakes.airstreamclub.net/ 

Greetings Finger Lakes Airstreamers, 
 

Looking forward..  As I write this month’s column, I can’t help to 

think that under normal circumstances we would be traveling across the 
country on our way to our first international rally as Airstream owners.   
Although we are disappointed in not being able to go, I completely agree 
with the need to cancel this event.   
 

As more of our summer events have been cancelled due to the pandemic, it has gotten me thinking, 
what will rallies look like when we are able to rally together again?  Recently I created a poll on the 
Airstream Addicts Facebook page asking “What activities would you be comfortable doing when rallies 
restart?”   
 
Out of over 90 replies, over 70% were comfortable with attending a campfire or happy hour as long as 
social distancing was observed and food and drinks were not shared.  Speaking of food and drinks, I 
asked about pot luck and catered dinners.  The number comfortable in attending were considerably 
less with about 25% of those responding. People were concerned with sharing serving utensils and 
food.   
 
There were a small number of people that are still not ready to attend rallies yet, about 15%.  I can 
understand their concerns, Diane and I were planning on attending Alumapalooza this year, but  
decided not to attend as we are still not comfortable attending events with large numbers of people.   
 
I have posted the poll on our new club’s Facebook group page.  Please let me know your comfort level 
going back to rallies.  
 
I do feel we can have rallies this summer but on a smaller scale.  We could start with small meet-ups 
during the week when campgrounds are less crowded.  Bring your own food and drinks and hand sani-
tizer.  We can have socially distance happy hours and campfires.  If attendance is to large for social 
distancing, split the group between two campsites.  
 
Diane and I have reservations at Sampson State Park July 20-24 and are offering this as this sum-
mer’s first meet up.  We invite you to make your own reservation at Sampson State Park and join 
us.  Bring your bikes, kayaks, hiking shoes and face covering.  We can practice social distancing and 
other safety measures as we rally together again.  
I will post this on our club’s Facebook group page.  Comment if you can join us.   
 
Randy & Diane  
30876 

Volume 19, Issue 5 THE GRAPEVINE—June 2020 

In this issue….. 

• The President’s Corner 

• Announcing Facebook 

Group 

• 2020 Calendar of Events 

• Virtual Campfire 

• 2020 Officers  

• NYS Parks and Camping 

during Covid 

• Potpourri Pages—How we 

solved our leak 

• Region 2 News 

 

 

The Grapevine 

 
NEWSLETTER of the  

NY FINGER LAKES AIRSTREAM CLUB 

 
The Grapevine 

 
The Grapevine will be pub-
lished at least 8 times/year 
(Feb/March, April, May, 
June/July, Aug, Sept, Oct, 
Nov) or as needed. 
 
Newsletter Editor is Liz  
Kirk.  
 
Deadline: The 10th of each 
Month of publication. Next 
deadline is July 10th.  
 
 

The President’s Corner 

https://newyorkfingerlakes.airstreamclub.net/


 

Page 2 

THE GRAPEVINE— June 2020 

We have a Facebook Group!! 

In May the Executive Committee voted to proceed with the creation of a Facebook Group to facilitate 
communication of events and sharing between members.  As of this writing we have 14 members and 
several posts.  I’m sure there will be many more to follow. 

 
In my opinion, one of the biggest benefits is immediate sharing of information. For example, Randy and 
Diane are going to Sampson State Park in July as a DIY camp-out.  They can keep members updated with 
their site reservation, ideas for things to do in the area, possible happy hour plans, etc. in real time.   
Maybe you found the best campground “ever” and want to share!!  Now we have a way to do that.  

 
The Facebook Group is PRIVATE.  That means other people on Facebook can NOT see who the members 
are and can NOT see any of our posts, pictures, documents, etc.   
 
However, the public can search for our group and may request to become a member.  
 
No one can become a member of our group without providing their WBCCI #.  I will be checking to  
assure they really are members.    
 
To become a New York Finger Lakes Airstream Club member you must first be a Facebook user. Search 
for New York Finger Lakes Airstream Club or go to  https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1472017733005344/  and ask to join.  You'll need to provide your BIG RED numbers.  
 
If you have any difficulty finding the group please shoot me an email and we will figure out how to make 
it work for you!!   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1472017733005344/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1472017733005344/
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Activity Date 

 
Activity 

 

 
Hosts  

 
 

Friday 
June 26th 

 
 

Virtual Campfire #3 
7:00 pm 

From the comfort of your couch 
See below for Zoom link and password  

 
 
 

Randy & Diane Hill 

 
 

July 20-24, 2020 

 
 

DIY at Sampson State Park 
Romulus, NY 

 
 

See President’s Corner or our 
Facebook page for Details 

 
August 14-16, 2020 

 
Hickories Park Rally 

Owego, NY 
 

 
John and Nancy Hussar 

 
September 2020 

 
Caravan to Sugar Creek 

 

 
Ray Wagner 

 NYFLAC EVENTS CALENDAR  2020 

Bergen Rally Update 
Regrettably the Bergen Rally and Genesee Country Museum Civil War Re-enactment have been canceled out of 
caution for the health and well being of our members.  

     
      “Virtual Campfire #3”  
 

 
Topic: NYFLAC Virtual Campfire #3 
Date: Friday, June 26th 
Time: 7:00 PM Eastern Time (US & Canada)  

Join Zoom meeting at:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5806362473? 
pwd=SWgwcmNRYXAvUlUyOGtXOVh6cG81QT09 

Meeting ID: 580 636 2473 
Password: NYFLAC 

file:///C:/Users/Liz/Documents/Zoom
file:///C:/Users/Liz/Documents/Zoom
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. 

President:  Randy Hill 
      002president@wbcci.net 
      585-820-0061 
 
1st V.P.:  Gary Russo  
     fulloflife123@yahoo.com 
     585-967-6636 
 
2nd VP: OPEN & recruiting 
 
Treasurer: Ted Smith 

teddonnasmith@aol.com 
 
Recording Secretary:  OPEN & recruiting 
 
Directors: Nancy Hussar (1 yr.) 
     John Dona (2 yrs.) 
            Jim Gillio (3 yrs.) 
 
Membership Chair:  Donna Smith 

teddonnasmith@aol.com 
315-649-2954 cell 315-408-1805 

 
Directory: Liz Kirk 

002newslettereditor@wbcci.net 
 
Caravan Leader:  Ray Wagner 

rwagner2722@outlook.com 
   

Safety Czar:  John Hussar 
hushearts@greygoosegraphics.com 

 
Webmaster:  Liz Kirk 

002newslettereditor@wbcci.net 
 
Sunshine:  Ann Jackob 

travelerann94@gmail.com 
 

Editor:  Liz Kirk 

 NY Finger Lakes Airstream Club 
 2019-2020 Officers and 

Committee Members 

Want to go camping? Here’s how 
to reserve campsites, cabins at 

New York State Parks 
 
Written by Heather Clark Rockland/Westchester Journal News USA 
TODAY NETWORK 
 
New Yorkers can once again be happy campers. The New York 
State Parks department opened up its reservations system for its 
campgrounds starting Monday. 
 
Currently, campsites, cabins and cottages have only been open to 
those with existing reservations. On Monday, those looking to make 
new reservations — checking in on or after June 22 for tents, trail-
ers, RVs, cabins, yurts and cottages — could do so beginning. 
 
“Campers are reminded to practice social distancing, bring and 
wear a face covering, respect the rules, and do their part to keep 
the campgrounds, parks and beaches open and safe for everyone,” 
the New York state Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preser-
vation said in a statement.  
 
“Camping capacity is limited and visitors must make an advance 
reservation before arriving to the campground.” 
 
As campers check in to their site, they will be asked screening 
questions in regards to exposure to COVID-19. Those who might 
be at risk will not be allowed to camp. 
 
Restrooms will operate at a reduced capacity and could be closed 
for periodic cleaning. Gatherings at campsites must be limited to 
“immediate household members only.” 
 
Campground visitors should note that “Park Social Distancing  
Ambassadors” as well as State Park Police and other staff will be 
on sites to monitor all areas, including campgrounds, picnic areas, 
beachfronts, lawns, boardwalks and more, to make sure all guide-
lines are met. 
 
All of the campgrounds owned and operated by the state as well as 
more information and reservation access can be found 
at parks.ny.gov/camping. Reservations can also be made by calling 
1-800-456-2267. 
 

Heather Clark covers business openings and closings 
throughout Westchester, Rockland and Putnam counties 

file:///C:/Users/Liz/Documents/Amazon Downloader Logs
file:///C:/Users/Liz/Documents/Amazon Downloader Logs
mailto:teddonnasmith@aol.com
mailto:teddonnasmith@aol.com
mailto:rwagner2722@outlook.com
mailto:hushearts@greygoosegraphics.com
mailto:002newslettereditor@wbcci.net
mailto:travelerann94@gmail.com
javascript:pl_openIFrame('http://parks.ny.gov/camping','_blank');
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Chasing Leaks and We Solved It!! (we hope) Liz & Charlie Kirk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our door had been a big concern. Sometimes we had a puddle inside the trailer 
even with the door closed.  We even had snow come in through the door during 
storage this winter. Charlie watched a YouTube video demonstrating reshaping 

your door with a 2X4.  So we tried that with some success but noticed we were getting “creases” on the inside 
of the door and thought it was best to stop!!  The door did fit better.  But, the gasket was all out of place. The 
adhesive wasn’t tight in some places.  Easy fix.  Replace the gasket.  Voila!!!  After several downpours this spring 
no water has leaked (yet).   
 
After the door  was fixed we still noticed a bit of water where the R blue arrow is in the picture above.  It wasn’t 
coming from the door.  A bit of water testing with the hose led us to the “knee rub” trim running around the 
trailer.  The caulk had micro gaps but they were big enough to cause the leak. Charlie sealed the knee rub trim 
with ParBond (silver) and applied it with a disposable syringe to finesse the caulk into the cracks.  The leaks at 
the blue arrows above stopped!  Hooray for that!!   
 
But what about that silly screw in the middle of the floor?  It took a bit of sleuthing. We searched the internet for 
pictures of AS frames and how they are constructed.  We had a suspicion that water was running from the street 
side knee rub trim right where the belly pan/shell connection meets at the floor and following the outrigger to 
the middle of the trailer.  The outrigger appears to intersect with a beam coming from the front/tongue area of 
the trailer.  We suspect there were two parallel beams coming from the tongue which explains why only 1 screw 
was rusted. We drilled a hole in the floor and belly pan and snaked an endoscope in the holes. We could see 
rust on the beams which confirmed how the water was traveling.  We are hoping that caulking the knee rub trim 
continues to solve this problem.   
 
To stabilize the wood structure Charlie 1st washed the previously wet areas 
with borax to kill any mold/fungus/rot.  When it was dry he applied Rot Fix 
which is a two-part epoxy that improves structural integrity for strength.  
Rot Fix was originally produced for repairing wooden boats.  
 
New floor was laid. We made a few modifications to the eating area.  
We’re pretty pleased with the end result.  
 
John Hussar called and was a wealth of information about how to identify  
potential leaks before they get out of hand.  After every rain he does a “walk 
around” to see if there are puddles UNDER his trailer which may suggest 
there’s a leak.  We’ve adopted John’s routine as ours!!  No more leaks is the 
goal.  

Remember this from last month? We had leaks on 
each wall, just about directly across from one another.  
We also had a rusty screw right in the middle of the 
floor.  But the screw 3” away was perfectly fine.  How 
does that happen? Well, we can tell you!!   
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Region 2 News 
June 12, 2020   

              
We continue to work our way through the impact of the last 3 or 4 months, innovating and adapt-
ing as we go.  With no Region Rally this year and subsequently no in-person Region 2 Business 
meeting, we did as many others have done…we went virtual.  On Wednesday evening May 27th, 
Region 2 held its first ever Zoom business meeting.  I am pleased to say our meeting was a grand 
success.  It was well attended, and it accomplished all Region 2 business required.  Thank you to 
all the local club Presidents and to our Region Officers who participated, reported, and voted.  We 
had 22 attendees in all.  It was great to “see” and interact with everyone! 
 
It was extremely satisfying to present and elect a full slate of Region 2 Officers for the 2020-2021 
term.  Congratulations to RJ Marquette #13270 of the Washington DC club and Gary Russo #1061 
of the New York Finger Lakes Airstream Club for stepping up to take the 1st and 2nd VP positions, 
respectively.  I personally want to thank them both for working with me and, most importantly, 
with each other as we ironed out the details of their service to the Club and our Region.  I am con-
fident our future is in good hands and their efforts will continue our trend of a renewed, active, 
and dynamic Region 2.  Thank you, RJ and Gary.   
 
Although many events had to be cancelled as uncertainty concerning the pandemic prevails, not all 
is lost. A recent check of activities in our Region shows quite a few opportunities to get out and 
rally responsibly with our fellow members in the coming months.  The Al-Mon-O Airstream Club 
has a Rally scheduled for mid-July in Knox, PA.  NY Finger Lakes Airstream Club plans to be rally-
ing in Owego, NY mid-August.  Watchung NJ Airstream Club has one scheduled for late August in 
Rhinebeck, NY.  The Pennsylvania State Rally is scheduled for Centre Hall, PA September 11-13 
and the Hudson Mohawk club will head to Saranac Lake, NY the following September weekend.  
Please be sure to check with the local clubs for updates if you plan on attending and keep an eye 
on guidelines coming from Fed, State and Local government agencies as the country opens for 
business again.  As we know, things can change rapidly!   
 
The business of the Airstream Club, International will be conducted via Zoom with two IBT meet-
ings scheduled for June to replace those originally scheduled for Loveland, CO.  Be sure to check 
the latest edition of the Blue Beret and the Airstream Club website for details.  I am confident my 
motions for a name change to Ontario Canada Airstream Club and for the new logo and flag of the 
New York Finger Lakes Airstream Club will be unanimously approved by the Board.  Congratula-
tions to those two clubs for continuing to update and improve their clubs.  Thank you to club #124 
President Kate Dowsett and #002 President Randy Hill for their leadership in initiating the new 
name and new look for their respective clubs.  Well done! 
 
Please keep me up to date on any changes to your schedules.  Be sure to include me in your 
newsletter email chains and let’s continue to be cautious as we exit the lockdowns we have had to 
live with/abide by these last several months.  Stay positive, confident, alert…and healthy! 
 
Kathi joins me in sending best regards to all Airstreamers in the sixteen clubs of our great Region 2 
family.  We are planning to see you down the road soon.   

 
 
Rich Short #1512 


